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Greetings Defenders: 

This memo is notifying all attorneys who contemplated a public defense contract that the County 

Commissioners met today and extended the deadline to submit a defense contract application December 20, 

2019, 3:00 PM.  In addition, there is a commitment to conduct a similarly situated multi-county market analysis 

of fee rates by the end of March, to make an informed decision, whether to increase indigent defense fees.   If 

there is a decision to increase the fee rate, then the county would propose an addendum to the contracts.  

The requirement to carry general liability insurance and to indemnify the county result from two sources.  The 

State and an increasing number of county contracts include the clauses under the direction of risk management 

pools. The Washington State Bar Standards for Indigent Defense require attorneys to provide confidential 

meeting locations for clients.  If the attorney elects to use the Department of Public Defense as the meeting 

location for attorney client meetings with indigent defense clients, they may so state and waive the insurance 

requirement.  Most attorneys who have offices carry general liability insurance, adding GHC to the policy as 

an additional insured should not increase the cost.  

The question has been raised that requesting court appointed counsel to report time on private cases is 

unnecessary.  This is a statutory mandate pursuant to RCW 10.101.050.  This sets forth that each individual or 

organization that contracts to perform public defense services for a county or city shall report to the county or 

city hours billed for nonpublic defense legal services in the previous calendar year, including number and types 

of private cases.  The Indigent Defense Standards set forth that the defense attorney or office maintain a case-

reporting and management information system which includes number and type of cases, attorney hours and 

disposition. This information shall be provided regularly to the Contracting Authority and shall also be made 

available to the State Office of the Administrator of the Courts. Any such system shall be maintained 

independently from client files so as to disclose no privileged information. A standardized voucher form shall 

be used by assigned counsel attorneys seeking payment upon completion of a case. The form I have developed 

(which I requested attorney input to develop).  The reporting question regarding other private cases is list type(s) 

of private cases and # of current private cases.  (see attached form). 

The county is empowered with the authorization and mandate to adopt standards for the delivery of public 

defense services.  The commissioners are the body that acts on behalf of the county.  The Standards shall include 

the following: Compensation of counsel, duties and responsibilities of counsel, case load limits and types of 

cases, responsibility for expert witness fees and other costs associated with representation, administrative 

expenses, support services, reports of attorney activity and vouchers, training, supervision, monitoring and 

evaluation of attorneys, substitution of attorneys or assignment of contracts, limitations on private practice of 

contract attorneys, qualifications of attorneys, disposition of client complaints, cause for termination of contract 

or removal of attorney, and nondiscrimination.  RCW 10.101.030.   

 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=10.101.030
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Each fiscal year for which it receives state funds under this chapter, a county or city must document to the office 

of public defense that it is meeting the standards for provision of indigent defense services as endorsed by the 

Washington state bar association or that the funds received under this chapter have been used to make 

appreciable demonstrable improvements in the delivery of public defense services, including the following:  (i) 

Adoption by ordinance of a legal representation plan that addresses the factors in RCW 10.101.030. The plan 

must apply to any contract or agency providing indigent defense services for the county.   

It is my hope that this memo clarifies some of the concerns and opens the door for discussion.  The first quarter 

of the new year is fast approaching and I would like to have community based attorney input included in the 

fee analysis.  Once again, I make the inquiry for volunteers to establish a two to three (2-3) attorney 

small group to provide experience and information in an effort to preserve Grays Harbor history that 

may support the Department of Public Defense moving forward. If you would like to be part of the 

team who will be providing input to the DPD as policy is developed and procedures are implemented. 

Any attorney who has a current contract with Grays Harbor County will be considered. Send me an 

email or drop by if you are interested in sitting on the volunteer attorney group.  I have attached an 

Attorney Question Card, I request you complete and return to the Department of Public Defense. 

The two areas to be considered this quarter is compensation for 2021 contracts, and formulating a 

complaint procedure that supports both our appointed counsel and our community (family members 

of or those charged with crimes).   

There are many interesting reports and updates from numerous defense organizations, including: 

https://impactjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/Smart-Defense-Report-2019.pdf 

Reminder: Each of you is welcome to call or come by my office if you have any questions, concerns 

or curiosities.  Come by and meet the Department of Public Defense Administrative Assistant, Ellie. 

I look forward to a future of rewarding experiences. 

 

Kind Regards,  

-Mac- 

F. McNamara Jardine  
 

 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=10.101.030
https://impactjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/Smart-Defense-Report-2019.pdf

